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DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Pr io r  to  PAX AM ERICANA,  Den is  De les t rac  made  severa l  soc ia l -
po l i t i ca l  and  cu l tu ra l  documentar ies .  Par t  o f  the  “Nomads”  
se r ies ,  h is  f i lm  “Human Righ ts ” ,  s ho t  in  I s rae l ,  Co lomb ia  and  
Pak is tan ,  ana lyse s  ho w armed con f l i c ts  inc reas ing ly  a f fec t  
c iv i l ian  commun i t ie s  and  fos t e r  d i sp lacement ;  “The  M iss io n  to  
Educa te ”  examines  the  sus ta inab i l i t y  o f  the  nomad ic  N iger ian  
Touareg  and  Wodaabe t r ibes ;  “The  Face  o f  the  Human 
Cond i t ion ” ,  w i th  legen dary  Nat ion a l  Geograph ic  pho tographe r  
Steve  M cCur ry ,  and  “The  Nomad Sp i r i t ”  loo k  a t  ho w the  mar ke t  
economy has  t rans fo rmed Mongo l i an  soc ie ty .   More  recen t ly ,  
De les t rac  ass i s ted  d i re c to r  Jo rd i  L l ompar t  and  con t r ibu ted  to  the  
wr i t ing  o f  the  a ward-winn ing  “Myst e ry  o f  the  N i le ” ,  the  h ighes t -
g ross ing ,  mos t -a t tended IM AX f i lm  i n  the  las t  f i ve  years .  
 
PAX AMERICANA is  De les t rac ’s  d eb u t  fea tu re  documentar y .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 
 
 

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY 
 

 
Director & Writer 

  
 “PAX AMERICANA and the Weaponization of Space” (2009) HD & 35 mm, 90 min – 52 

min.  Denis’ first feature documentary, Pax Americana explores a pivotal moment in world 
history. Will we bring war machines to space or enforce agreements to keep space weapons-
free? Must the world accept one super-power cop on the global beat? What if it doesn’t? 

 
 

Assistant Director & Writer 
 

 “THE NOMAD EXPERIENCE” (2006) TV, 1x52 min. A provocative documentary that 
stimulates reflection about spirituality and human values through an innovative language. 
 

 “ADVENTURE ON THE NILE” (2005) TV, 1x52 min. A breathtaking journey along the Blue 
Nile with the first expedition to have succeeded in descending the great African river, from its 
source in the Ethiopian highlands to the Mediterranean Sea in Egypt. 

 
 “MYSTERY OF THE NILE” (2004) IMAX®  15/70mm, 48 min. With five million viewers 

Mystery of the Nile is the most successful – and most awarded - large format film of the last 
five years.  

 
 “HUMAN RIGHTS” (2003) TV, 1x30 min. Shot in Israel, Colombia and Pakistan, the film 

analyses how armed conflicts increasingly affect civilian communities and foster the 
displacement phenomenon. 

 
 “THE MISSION TO EDUCATE” (2003) TV, 1x30 min. A film that studies the educative, 

healthcare and economic challenges faced by the Touareg and Wodaabe tribes of the 
Ténéré Desert (Niger) and it puts forward solutions for the preservation of their nomadic 
tradition. 

 
 “RECOVERING THE PAST” (2003) TV, 1x30 min. Shot in northern Sudan with father of 

modern archaeology Charles Bonnet, the documentary raises the question of the 
archaeological and cultural heritage conservation in the poorest country in Africa. 

 
 “THE NOMAD SPIRIT” (2003) TV, 1x30 min. The film looks at how market economy has 

transformed the Mongolian society schemes and endangers the traditional herders’ lifestyle. 
 
 “THE FACE OF THE HUMAN CONDITION” (2003) TV, 1x30 min. An emotional trip through 

India and the Himalayas with legendary National Geographic photographer Steve McCurry. 
 
 
 
  


